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In the speech quoted above, Rudzutak referred to the pro-
duction of defective goods as the greatest evil of Russian
economic life, and quoted as an example the fact that 50 per
cent of the manufactures produced by the Stankolit works in
Moscow were entirely useless, while a zinc wire netting
factory at Kiev was said to be turning out 100 per cent of
rubbish.
The systematic and mass production of brak has been
publicly admitted by the President of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party, Kalinin, as well as other leading
Soviet officials. On February 10,1934, t^ie Central Committee
and the Council of Peoples5 Commissaries thought it necessary
to make paragraph 1280 of the Penal Code run as follows:
"The production of incomplete or poor quality goods by
industrial undertakings, owing to a criminal and careless
attitude towards their work by the heads of trusts, directors
of works, and members of the administrative and technical
personnel, is punished by deprivation of liberty for not less
than five years."
A further passage throws a good deal of light on present
conditions in the industrial system: "The systematic mass
production of poor quality goods by the trading institutions is
* punished by deprivation of liberty up to five years."1 Here is an
open confession that the industrial plan has resulted in the
production of goods large quantities of which are unfit for
use—for which the heads of the industrial undertakings and
of the trading institutions whose work it is to distribute the
brak are henceforth made to bear the responsibility.
The most disastrous effect of this production of defective
goods has undoubtedly been seen in a sphere particularly
important for Russian agriculture—the production of tractors
and agricultural machinery generally. Agriculture has been
motorized to such an extent, and the number of draught
1 The decree was published at the Kremlin on February loth and was
published in Izvestia on February 17, 1934.

